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Dr. John Welton has been a nurse for over 35 years with nearly two decades of clinical 
practice in critical care and flight nursing. He received his PhD from the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill and studied the relationship between nursing care and the Diagno-
sis Related Group (DRG). He has had appointments at the University of Maryland, Medical 
University of South Carolina, Florida Southern College and now the University of Colorado. 
Dr. Welton has an extensive research and publication history regarding use of nursing and 
other data to identify nursing care quality, costs, and outcomes of care. He is currently 
co-chair of a national expert panel to define and measure nursing value and is currently 
conducting studies to develop and examine patient level nursing care costs and real-time 
metrics of nursing quality and performance.
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Kupiri “Piri” Ackerman-Barger is an assistant professor at the Betty Irene Moore School of 
Nursing. She teaches teaching methodology in health-sciences courses and organizational 
change. She also provides faculty development on nursing pedagogy, interprofessional 
education and education equity. Ackerman-Barger’s academic interest relate to health equity 
and social justice. She has a particular interest in the preparation of nurse leaders and nurse 
educators with the capability and desire to promote diversity in academic nursing as a 
mechanism for increasing nursing workforce diversity. Her research focuses on strategies for 
supporting student success in schools of nursing and schools of medicine. She serves as a 
national consultant and speaker on strategies to optimize student success for underserved 
and underrepresented groups in health professions.
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Julie Willems Van Dijk is an Associate Scientist and the Co-Director of the County 
Health Rankings and Roadmaps Program, a collaboration between the Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation and the University of Wisconsin Population Health Institute. Her 
research focuses on community health improvement planning processes. Prior to joining 
the Population Health Institute, Julie worked in local public health for 21 years as a 
public health nurse, director of nursing, and a health officer. Julie has served on numer-
ous community boards, including the Aspirus Wausau Hospital Board of Directors, the 
Wausau School District Board of Education, the Wausau Child Care Board of Directors, 
the Marathon County United Way’s Local Initiatives for Excellence (LIFE) committee, 
and the Wausau/Marathon County Chamber of Commerce Leadership Wausau 
program. Julie received a doctorate degree in Nursing with an emphasis in Public Health 
Leadership from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. Julie is a graduate of the 
Robert Wood Johnson Nurse Executive Fellows program and the National Public Health 
Leadership Institute.
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